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domestic smoke. 


f the future lack a name for this, the 
Should an historian o ^ fidy sugge st one of our 
lineteenth century possibly consider the term— 

eading characteristic , ra ji wa ys, the telegraph and 

>ntury of Socl ® ie *\ distant towns and distant persons 
elephone began o b g gradually grew in power, 

C r a “Mainly been one of our leading character- 
STSIu-. societies with general or particular objects 
v ew have sprung up-some of them establtshed appa- 
“„Uy for a permanency, others only to attam one defimte 

nd and then disappear. 


The Smoke Abatement Society has not a pretty title, but 
it has a useful and important object. The doctrine of open 
windows is preached nowadays by everyone who has at heart 
the health of the individual and of the community ; indeed, 
the principle is in danger of ridicule when, as recently, 
over-zealous enthusiasts cry for houses with windows which 
cannot be shut because there is nothing to shut. But what 
enthusiast will dare to ask us, here in the Metropolis, to do 
without orthodox glass or to keep our windows even an inch 
open during the prevalence of a typical London fog ? I f ee ^ 
sure that only an asthmatic who finds comfort in pea-soup 
fogs or who delights in the Underground Railway — and theie 
are such people— could make such a demand. 


Until °ur London f ogs are abolished, or at least until th< 
anrl fr* 688 1S l£ )k en out of them, it will always be both unsafi 
It is ' Sagreeable t0 keep windows open all the year round 
us withT V f able / hat an iT1 g eni °us inventor might provid 
patent fog-excluding open-window ; but meanwhil 
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it is wiser to look for the abolition of black and yellow foes. 
I ub ic opinion now begins to recognize that exciting as 
London fogs are, and provocative of much spontaneous wit 
on the part of cabby and bus driver, they are an actual 
disgrace, inasmuch as they produce preventable suffering. 


I is now recognized that domestic chimneys combine to 
pollute the atmosphere and have a larger share in the 
production of our dismal fogs than mere factory chimneys 
It is not necessary to go up in a balloon to realize this fact ; 
it is a mere matter of calculation. Some sort of control is 
exercised over manufacturers and factory owners, and might 
well be more stringent. But no true Briton will submit to 
legislation aimed at his domestic fire, which is the centre of 
every picture of “ Home, Sweet Home.” 


The density of our fogs might certainly be diminished by 
the substitution of a non-smoky fuel for coal in the domestic 
fire. Gas-fires are much employed in the suburbs, but gas- 
fire manufacturers are evidently lacking in inventive genius ; 
certainly as yet no gas-fire has appeared which is a really 
efficient substitute for the coal fire. Anthracite coal is said to 
be a smokeless fuel, but is not in favour, nor is coke. Indeed, 
there is no substitute for the Englishman's beloved coal-fire. 
Of all the systems of heating dwelling-houses that by the 
introduction of warmed air is by far the most satisfactory. 
But it has a double disadvantage — it is out of the reach of 
the many and it implies the abolition of fires altogether. 


If we adhere to coal fires it behoves us for the common 
good to contrive them so that they produce as little smoke 
as possible. No coal fire is completely smokeless, but to 
improve grates is a step in the right direction. Genuine 
slow-combustion grates, not “semi-slow” or other inferior 
articles, are valuable, if they adequately consume their own 
smoke or reduce it to a minimum. 
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But even the ™f \ [n the matter of smoke by intelli 
b3 rendered less-oO#* ^ been po inted out that a coal 
gent treatment. 1 t* to get low; once it is red and 

fire should never be a en eplen . shedwlth a thin layer 

bright it should De 4 ^ ^ fire tQ get low and then to 
of coal on the top. extravagant as well as objectionable ; a 
heap coals upon 1 » « inste ad of giving out warmth 

!:X„vCed r into smoke and pol.utes .he atmosphere. 

if th* Smoke Abatement Society succeeds in persuading 
r loners to employ methods or fuels which shall not 
appreciably pollute the air, and if thereby black and yellow 
fogs are banished, they will have gone far towards making 
the Metropolis more healthy as well as more beautiful. 
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when the Students taught beforeTr T. ^ 

ssz; S’ir'-rf" :s: 

college. He gave sole ,he »< "he 

term begins Monday, January i^th Th ^ ° Ut Cn ^ lc * sm less ons. Next 
us with prospects of iiappy E ork. P ' e “ nt Se " io ' St “ d “" >«ve 

Parents' Review School .— Next term begins Tanuarv i«h P •, 

E,a;t delayed" 5 ' ' ime ' ,0 k “" S SlT/s 

of .he P.N E.U on ■■ Loudon," has arranged (by the kind "ItE .E 
Miss Douglas) to g.ve a short course of lectures, illustrated by lantern 
slides, at i 33) Queen’s Gate. The lectures will be given in the morn nl 
at 11.30 a.m. Jan. 9 th, “ How London Grew” • Tan ' nth “ How T a g ’ 

R ° yal Ci ‘ y "I ^“miust"; Ja„ Es, 0 ; 
The People of London.” Tickets for the course, 5/- each (two from one 

Chelsea^" * ^ ^ ° btained fr ° m Miss J ohnson > 27, Margaretta Terrace, 


Lectures to Young People on “ The Wonders of Creation ” by Mr 
Cecil Carus-Wilson, F.R.S.E., &c.-Owing to the success of the first 
course of lectures, and in accordance with the wishes of many who 
attended them, arrangements are being made for the delivery of four more 
lectures by Mr. Cecil Carus-Wilson during the month of February. The 
titles of the lectures are (1) “ The Earth as a Planet”; (2) “ Limestones 
and Coral Reefs ” ; (3) “ The Origin of Coal ” ; (4) “ The Earth’s Unstable 
Crust.” I he course will be delivered at the Horbury Rooms, Notting Hill 
Gate, on J hursdays, at 5.15 p.m., and as the number of tickets issued will 
be limited to 350, those wishing to attend should apply early. 


Our readers will be interested to know that our kind friend, Mrs. 
VYinkworth (many will recollect a charming afternoon at Holly Lodge 
during the Conference week), has added to her great educational gifts to 
Newnham and other Women’s Colleges that of a Hostel for the students 
of the Maria Grey Training College. Winkworth Hall, Brondesbury — 
which accommodates, we believe, about twenty students — is now in full 
working order, under the superintendence of Miss M. Case. 

The Holiday Courses Committee of the Teachers’ Guild of Great Britain 
and Ireland are glad to be able to state that the Courses at Lisieux and 
Tours in 1899 have been thoroughly successful. The Course at Lisieux, 
which tow r n was visited for the first time, in place of Caen, this year, was 
very largely attended, the number of students being 102, or 38 more than 
v ere at Caen in 1898. The Tours Course was attended by 26 members, 
being four more than in 1898. It has been decided to repeat the Courses 
at Lisieux and Tours in August, 1900. 


